
Jeff Anderson – Parent - Wolftrap ES in Fairfax County 

Fairfax Advocates for Better Bicycling - SRTS 

Trails for Youth – Board Member 



*

* Fairfax County Public Schools, Fairfax VA 

* 12 largest public school system –  

* 180k+ students / 196 schools 

* Largest bus fleet – 1,500+ buses / 60+% 
bussed 

* Worst traffic in Nation – Texas A&M 
study 

* Little SRTS involvement 

 

* Jeff Anderson 

* Parent of 2nd/4th/6th graders 

* Asked for a bike rack from principal 

* Self proclaimed crazybikedad 

 



*

*  Walking was for those who didn’t bus 

*  Biking was effectively banned and/or 
discouraged at many schools 

*  Kiss & Ride created major problems  

*  Schools knew it was very hard to fix 

 

* No policies in place to change this. 

 

*  Decided it was time to change it. 

 

 



*Who where the players 

 

* Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

* Virginia DOT and Fairfax County DOT 

* Fairfax County Public Schools 

* Principals 

* FABB and other transportation advocates 

* Parents and other student advocate groups 

* FCCPTA 

 

*THE KIDS 



* All about the kids 

*No one was biking and few 

walking 

* Improve health and increase 

exercise 

*Make it fun 

*Give kids freedom 

*Get kids out of cars 

 



*Policies didn’t support 
walking/biking 

* Principals owned portal to 
portal authority AND 
responsibility 

* Erred on side of safety 

*Bikes banned as afterschool 
activity 

*Student categorized as 
walkers/bus riders 

* No Kiss & Ride designation yet 
schools had 100+ cars a day 

*Parents were confused??? 



* Local & Federal Government 
involvement 

*  FCPS SRTS Working Group 

* Formed by Asst Super of 
Facilities/Transporation 

* Stake holders both in and out of 
schools 

* Fairfax DOT – Bicycle Master Plan 

* In process and included SRTS 

* Planning Commission 

* School Facilities Dept 

* Approve sidewalks and school design 
plans 

 

 

 



*

*  National SRTS Partnership 

*  Washington Area Bicycling Association 

*  Fairfax Advocates for Better Bicycling 

*  Get2Green / EcoSchools – part of 
FCPS 

*  School advocates – 
Nutrition/Rest/Exercise 

*  Later start times 

*  School lunch 

*  Local business – bike and coffee shops  

*  Local professionals / teams 

*  Cross pollinated via PTA’s 



*  Embrace National events 

* International Walk to 
School  

*May – Leverage Bike Month 
awareness 

*  Bike/Walk Challenge Week 
(2013 is 5th year) 

*  Seven elementary schools 

*  Wolfie’s Bike Train  

*  Walking Wednesday’s 



*  Regular communication w/ School 
Board members 

*  Leverage other transportation 
advocates 

* Trails & Sidewalks committee 

*  Bicycle Rodeos  

* Partner with Trails for Youth to 
educate kids 

*  Traditional media 

* NPR, Nickelodeon, Patch 

* http://www.nick.com/videos/clip/w
orldwide-day-of-play-2012-bike-train-
clip.html 

*  Social media – Facebook / Twitter / 
Blogs  

 



*

* Policy changed to allow Parents to 
choose how children get to school 

* School system is auditing bike racks 
and will install at request of principal 

*Working to get Ped/Bike Curriculum 
taught  

* Mirror Drivers Education 

* 40 schools participated in 2012 IWTS 
Day 

* Targeting 60 for 2013 

* 15+ schools participated in 2012 NBTS 
Day 

* Targeting 50 for 2013 

* More schools are reaching out to us…. 



*

*  Jeff Anderson 

*  SRTS info in Fairfax County  

*  http://www.fabb-bikes.org/FairfaxSRTS.html 

*  Like us on Facebook 

*  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Safe-Routes-to-
School-SRTS-Fairfax-County-
VA/157070911007936?ref=hl 

*Reach me at  

* Twitter @crazybikedad  

* Email crazybikedad@gmail.com 
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