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TODAY'S PRESENTERS

Kori Johnson

Program and Engagement Manager
Safe Routes Partnership

Baltimore, Maryland

Say hi in the chat!
* Name
* Location

« What are you looking forward to in your
Safe Routes work in 2024?
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Call for Proposals — Now Open!

 Deadline: March 4th

« Submit via online form e ettt > B Tk

+ Safe

v &
$0A D Fac
ki ROUtEs

« Session themes:
« Implementing Safe Routes to School with Equity at the Forefront
« Sustaining the Journey: Equitable Funding, Policy, and Planning
« Pathways to the Future: Technology, Data, and Innovation
« Safe Routes Everywhere

 Unchartered Routes: Creative Solutions


https://saferoutespartnership.org/SRTSConf24

We're here to help!

Safe Routes Learning Center Workshops and
Trainings Catalog

« Customizable workshops, trainings, and
presentations

* Provided by the Partnership’s technical
assistance team

« Virtual and in-person

« Email consulting@saferoutespartnership.org



https://saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/Workshop%20Catalog%202022%20v2.pdf
mailto:consulting@saferoutespartnership.org

Workshops, Trainings, & Technical Assistance

« Safe Routes to School

 Active Transportation Planning, Policies, and
Programming

« Community Engagement
 State Network Support

* Design Your Own




Safe Routes Partnership
Community Engagement Toolkit

« Community engagement framework
» Best practices

* Guiding questions

A Guide for
Engaging Communities
dg Creating Change

e (Case studies

 Safe Routes to School engagement tips

* Tools, worksheets, and resources

 Equity-focused


https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/resources/toolkit/let%E2%80%99s-get-together

Community Engagement Framework

 Reflect on your role as a community partner

» Research the community where you are working

« Partner with other organizations

 Plan thoughtful, culturally-responsive

: X _. - A Guide for
engagement experiences i A Engagg Communies

Creating Change

« Implement your engagement experiences

 Sustain your engagement efforts




Why Partnership Matters
» Stretches resources
 Builds community

* Increases capacity

* Increases buy-in

 Brings accountability

« Expands your knowledge

« Boosts morale




Communities need us to work together "
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People are looking for...

 Streamlined communication
* One-stop shop

 Higher levels of accountability
* Cooperation

« Collaboration

e Fun!




ldentifying New Partners

« Who are you trying to engage?
o How can this new partner connect you
that audience?

« What problem are you trying to solve?
o How can this partner play a role in the
solution?

« What does this partner care about?
o How does that area of interest align with
yours?




ldentifying New Partners

« How can this partnership address a larger
community need?

« How can this partner help you reach your
equity goals?

» Do you need a formal agreement to
establish this partnership?

« What support or additional information
might your partner need in order for this
collaboration to be successful?
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Active Paths for Equity & Health
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Chat: Who are the community partners you can't live without?




‘ Chat: Are there any new partnerships you are looking to bring into your program?
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College and University
Partnerships




Colleges and universities can offer...
« Data and evaluation

* Research

* GIS mapping

* Event support

* Documentation

« Grants and funding

« Community engagement

* |nnovation




College and university partnerships look
like...

« Evaluating the effectiveness of a walking
school bus program

 Piloting a traffic safety app
« Creating a GIS map of safe school routes
« Volunteering at Walk & Roll to School Day

« Writing Safe Routes to School into a grant
proposal

« Sharing latest reports and research on physical
activity




What are your program priorities?

Health and wellbeing

« Curriculum development

* Engineering improvements
* Program evaluation
 Community engagement

« Advancing equity

« Climate justice




Where to Reach Out

* Public Health Department

Engineering Department

* Education Department

« Urban Planning Department

* Research and data centers

« Service learning organizations
« Fraternities and sororities

« Student groups




University Hospitals
« Data — health, safety, crash data
* Health and wellness programs
« Food and nutrition
* Physical activity incentives
 Safety programs
« Safe Kids Coalitions
* Helmet giveaways

« Seatbelt safety




What can you bring to the partnership?
* People — students and families

« Connections to schools

 Service learning hours

« Real world experience

 Safe Routes to School expertise

e Fun!




Road to Zero: Howard University
 National Safety Coalition grant
* Partners:

« Washington Area Bicyclist Association

(WABA)

« Howard University Transportation and
Research Data Center (HUTRCQ)

 Safe Routes Partnership

e D.C. Public Schools

Piloted near-miss crash reporting app for
youth




Boulder County School Travel Study:
University of Colorado Denver

* Ph.D. research study

 Partners:

Darcy Varney Kitching, Ph.D. Candidate in
Geography, Planning, and Design — UC Denver

Boulder Valley School District and St. Vrain
Valley School District

Transportation Professionals
Students, caregivers, community members

Safe Routes to School program




Boulder County School Travel Study:
University of Colorado Denver

* |nterviews

« Place It! community activities

* Maptionnaire — survey questions + mapping

« Student and caregiver travel experiences
« Focus on equity: Whose voices are not often heard?
 Inform ongoing data collection, collaboration

between partners, advance equity in Safe Routes to
School



https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/resources/toolkit/place-it-engagement-guide
https://participedia.net/method/4897

Community Engagement and Service
Learning: San Jose State University

» Graduate research project — Safe Routes to School

* Partners:
+ San Jose State Urban Planning Program

« San Jose Schools
« (ity of San Jose
« Community members

 Full project report



https://transweb.sjsu.edu/sites/default/files/2061-Kos-Safe-Routes-School-San-Jose.pdf

Community Engagement and Service
Learning: San Jose State University

* Site visits

* Mapping

« Community meetings

* Surveys

 Parent Task Force

« Walking School Bus event

« Mutually beneficial to grad students and school
community




Safe Routes to School Map:
Colorado Mesa University

+ Website and mobile app

* Partners:
» (Colorado Mesa University

« Mesa County Regional
Transportation Planning Office

« Mesa County Valley School District 51
 Safe Routes to School Mesa County

« Map of closest and safest school routes,
Incentive program



https://www.mesacountysaferoutes.com/




Library Partnerships




Library Partnerships

« Expanding to health and wellness programming
» Qlder adult walking programs

. Youth programs READ g

« Community gardens T =
 Bike repair stations - e

 Story walks i HH.E. it

« (limate justice events ﬁ' !t'-."li”l: il

] - 0

* Increased interest in transportation programs: ﬂm EI'?

Safe Routes, transit, infrastructure projects

* Neutral gathering space: meetings, community
forums, public information sessions



https://actiononarthritis.chronicdisease.org/engaging-new-non-traditional-delivery-system-partners-in-dissemination-and-delivery-of-aaebis-april-5-2022/
https://www.urbanlibraries.org/innovations/mpl-trail-project
https://www.wispolitics.com/2023/aarp-wisconsin-plans-to-expand-native-plant-garden-exhibit-in-cumberland-wins-aarp-wi-small-dollar-big-impact-grant
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/the-city/san-francisco-public-library-is-hosting-a-free-fix-it-clinic/article_dac03fec-9c16-11ed-8b14-33461cfdb055.html
https://shoredailynews.com/headlines/espl-installs-first-story-trail/
https://patch.com/new-jersey/montclair/walking-biking-montclair-active-transportation-101-event
https://decorahnews.com/news/7108/family-open-gym-being-held-tuesday-mornings-at-luther-college/
https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/new-orleans-public-transit-users-can-get-help-navigating-the-new-rta-app/article_3d6b0914-abfe-11ed-96a0-5b794f27c9d8.html
https://bigbendsentinel.com/2023/03/08/presidio-county-applies-for-txdot-grant-to-improve-pedestrian-connectivity-between-east-and-central-marfa/
https://www.reporterherald.com/2023/01/04/kindergartners-make-adorable-case-for-safer-loveland-crosswalks/
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-dirt-bikes-atvs-building-blocks-free-library-community-forum/
https://www.kwxx.com/2023/02/23/community-invited-to-provide-input-on-new-pahoa-library-and-transit-hub/

' Schools will appreciate this.
T
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Ask a Librarian

« Community outreach librarians — they want to help!

* Librarians can do a lot

« Events and activities
Creating flyers
Sharing information
Promoting initiatives
Book Bikes

* Nimbleness to try new things

* Opportunities in small and rural communities

« Blogpost on library partnerships



https://www.ala.org/pla/resources/tools/community-engagement-outreach/bookmobiles-book-bikes
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/blog/guest-blog-5-reasons-why-your-public-librarian-key-your-next-safe-routes-school-partnership

Connect with the Branch Manager

Coordinate event logistics

Book space

Distribute materials

Promote events




What can you bring to the partnership?
« Connections to schools

* Family programming

« Connections to local decision makers

« Transportation knowledge

« School travel maps

e Fun!




Let's Move in Libraries: University
of North Carolina Greensboro

» Supports healthy living and physical
activities in libraries

* Programs
« Walking

* Biking
 Music and Movement
e Dance

 StoryWalks



https://letsmovelibraries.org/about-us/

Walking School Bus — Perry Public Library

* Perry, lowa

« Walking school bus offered through library
 Partnership with local elementary school

« Goal: Encourage students to walk to school
 Fall and Spring sessions — Friday mornings

* Registration through library website



https://www.perry.lib.ia.us/services/children/walking-school-bus

Bike to Books Contest — Mesa Public Library

* Mesa, Arizona
* Installed youth-designed art along shared use path

 Partnership with City of Mesa Bicycle and Pedestrian
Program

« Goal: Inspire a love of reading and biking
« Each art piece included a book recommendation

« Contest winners received bike safety gear and
recognition from City Council



https://www.signalsaz.com/articles/mesa-2023-bike-to-books-contest-winners-announced/

E-bike Lending Library — South Burlington
Public Library

 Burlington, Vermont
« E-bike lending library

« Partnership with advocacy organization Local
Motion

« Goal: Encourage e-bike use for quick trips, educate
community members on e-bikes

« (Cargo bike available in fleet



https://www.vtcng.com/otherpapersbvt/community/noteworthy/local-motion-brings-e-bike-lending-to-south-burlington-public-library/article_c7eaa368-2cb1-11ee-8179-432660f4c1aa.html

Sidewalk Path for Middle School Students —
Cuyahoga County Public Library

* New Olmstead, Ohio

 Sidewalk from middle school to library
 Part of school district infrastructure upgrades
« Goal: Improve library access for students

* Partially in response to busing changes — less bus
routes, more students using library after school



https://www.cleveland.com/community/2023/08/how-a-new-north-olmsted-middle-school-sidewalk-will-enhance-literacy-and-library-use.html

Wednesday Walks — Bozeman Public Library

 Bozeman, Montana
« Weekly walking group
 Led by local wildlife guide

* Goal: Introduce people to local trails, history, and
wildlife

* Builds community, connects people to the city,
encourages physical activity



https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/bozeman-public-library-launches-wednesday-walks

Kentucky "Bike Derby" — Scott County
Public Library

» Georgetown, Kentucky

 Bike rodeo for kids

« Partnership between Georgetown-Scott County
Parks and Recreation, the Kiwanis Club, the
Salvation Army, Pedal Power, and Scott County
Public Library

« Goal: Celebrate Bike Month, teach kids bike safety

« Gave away 100 bikes



https://www.news-graphic.com/news/community-comes-together-to-host-county-s-first-bike-derby/article_49b49b14-edde-11ed-89e5-dff4f82bdc7d.html

StoryWalks

 Nationwide!

 Display pages of children’s book along a walking
route

« Partner with library and/or local park

» Goal: Spark love of reading, encourage physical
activity

« Budget-flexible

« Tacoma Safe Routes to School Ruby Bridges
StoryWalk® - Tacoma, Washington



https://www.kellogghubbard.org/storywalk
https://www.facebook.com/mobility253/videos/858506009097121/




Teen Driver Programs

« Engage high school students
 Share different transportation options
« Reinforce bike and pedestrian safety
* Provide school travel maps

« Organize public service announcement contests




Department of Motor Vehicles

e Distribute Safe Routes materials

* Provide giveaways — and something fun to do
people wait!

« Learn about community traffic safety concerns




Celebrate Local Heroes

* Who are the important figures in the
community?

How can you honor their
accomplishments at a Safe Routes
event?

Use Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day
as a model

Connect with schools, libraries,
community groups, historical society




Malls and Shopping Centers

« Qutreach tabling
« Walk and Roll events
 Connect with local businesses

« Equity Tip: Many people still shop in person.
Malls, farmers markets, grocery stores, and
swap meets/flea markets are important
commercial and cultural centers. If your
program is not reaching a certain group, try
expanding your outreach to a new location.




Clothes and Food Distribution

* How can we help reduce barriers to
walking, biking, and rolling to school?

« Winter clothing drives

 Shoe drives

 Food distribution centers



https://www.operationwarm.org/

Puzzles and Scavenger Hunts
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« Community puzzle hunts

« Custom puzzle for Ruby Bridges Walk to
School Day — San Mateo County, California



https://www.solvingfun.com/saferoutes
https://www.solvingfun.com/saferoutes

New Partnerships Factsheet
 Partnership reflection questions
 Partnering with academic institutions
 Partnering with libraries

* Emerging partnerships

 Partnership highlights and best practices
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Coming Spring 2024

« Safe Routes Open Zoom Networking Session
o Thursday, April 11, 2pm-3pm ET

 Colorado Safe Routes to School Series
o Returning in April!

« Walk, Ride, and Roll Webinar Series: Engaging
Students with Disabilities
o May 2024

o Interested in speaking? Send me an email!
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Contact Information ‘ &Safe
Routes

xx : PARTNERSHIP

Active Paths for Equi

Kori Johnson, Program & Engagement Manager
kori@saferoutespartnership.org

www.saferoutespartnership.org

g Facebook.com/saferoutespartnership

| @saferoutesnow


http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Prevention-Institute/129291200455039
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
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