Letter Template on Economic Stimulus/Recovery Bill

For use with your state’s Governor and/or DOT director
* Please look for items in [brackets] – these must be personalized

[Date]

[Address Information]

Re:  Please fund bicycle and pedestrian projects in the economic recovery bill

[Salutation]

[NAME OF ORGANIZATION or I is/am] writing to discuss our state’s plans for spending transportation funding that Congress may provide through the economic stimulus/recovery bill.  I am very concerned that our state may be overlooking the economic and other benefits that can be provided by bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure improvements.

Nationally, there are over $2 billion in ready-to-go bicycle, pedestrian, and Safe Routes to School projects that can create jobs quickly.  Unfortunately, however, most of the state lists of ready-to-go projects include very few if any bicycle and pedestrian projects. [Note:  if your state list has been examined by the US Public Interest Research Group report, consider the following sentence instead of the previous sentence:  Unfortunately, however, our state list includes just x% of its funding for bicycle and pedestrian projects.]

[If you have one or several ready-to-go bike/ped/SRTS projects in your local community that can be started within 90 days, mention those specific projects here including a one sentence description, location and cost.]  

Building sidewalks, bike lanes, and multi-use paths net more jobs per dollars spent than highway projects, because they use fewer materials and are more labor intensive.  These projects are also generally smaller and quicker to build —ensuring that our state can get funding out the door rapidly and in a way that benefits local engineering and construction firms, as well as communities.  

Bicycle and pedestrian projects turn streets and downtowns into destinations for shopping and entertainment, which help local businesses and the “Main Street” economy.  Families that can walk and bicycle to school, work, shopping, and transit also have an easier time meeting their bottom-line transportation costs.  These projects also lay an important foundation to address some of our state’s major crises—including physical inactivity and obesity, energy and oil dependence, and greenhouse gas emissions.

As state policy for project choices for the economic recovery bill, I request that [STATE NAME]:

1) Ensure that all roadway projects funded by the economic recovery bill consider and include the needs of pedestrians and cyclists, and 

2) Ensure that ready-to-go bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure projects are included on our state’s list of priority projects.   

It’s critically important that [STATE NAME] ensure that bicycle/pedestrian/Safe Routes to School projects are funded in the economic recovery bill.  This will help to create jobs, benefit communities, improve health, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  I look forward to hearing back from you on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Name

Organization (if representing an organization)

Address

Phone

Email

