
 

Liability 201: Addressing Liability Concerns Related to 

Walking School Buses, Bike Trains, Remote Drop Off and 

More!! 
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Founded in 2005 
 
Over 600 organizations, agencies 
and schools 
 
Changes policies at national, 
state and local levels 

 
Provides best practices, technical 
assistance, and builds leadership 
 

www.saferoutespartnership.org 





Open or hide your control panel 
 
Join audio: 
• Choose “Telephone” and dial-

in using numbers on screen 
OR 
• Choose “Mic & Speakers” to 

use your computer’s sound 
 

 

AUDIO 



Submit your text questions and 
comments using the Questions 
Panel 

 
 

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 



SafeRoutesPartnership.org 

 

 

 

  

 

 

            Twitter:   #saferoutesnow                         SRTS.National.Partnership 

 

 



 

Agenda: 
 

 

Sara Zimmerman, technical assistance director  

Safe Routes to School National Partnership 

 

 
 

Ben Winig, senior staff attorney and program director 

ChangeLab Solutions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Use reasonable care 
 
2. Anticipate potential dangers 
 
3. Take reasonable steps to prevent them 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have remote drop off program 
at our school that uses permission 
slip system for parents to opt in. 
Recently four kids were dropped 
off by their parents at the remote 
drop off site and school staff knew 
they didn’t have permission slips. 
What should we have done? 
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My school has organized a 
walking school bus and 
uses a phone tree to alert 
parents when volunteers 
can’t make it, I’m worried 
about who would be 
liable if the parents 
misses the call and the 
student walks by 
themselves potentially 
getting injured. 
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My principal is 
thinking about 
banning bicycling to 
school because of 
liability concerns.  
 
What should I say to 
her? 



Legal Risks of Bike Bans 

• Overstep 
authority 
bestowed by 
state 

• Interfere with 
parents’ 
constitutional 
rights re raising 
children 
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We are a local nonprofit 
that teaches traffic 
safety education during 
PE classes. Sometimes I 
run short on time and 
end up skipping 
components of our 
presentation. What if a 
kid leaves my class 
without all the safety 
information and is later 
injured because I left an 
important component 
out, am I liable? 
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There is an intersection by 
my child’s school that the 
school knows is dangerous 
but school officials refuse to 
put a crossing guard there. 
Are they liable if a student 
gets hurt ? 
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Q & A  

 

 

Sara Zimmerman, technical assistance director  

Safe Routes to School National Partnership 

 
 

Ben Winig, senior staff attorney and program 
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Bicycle Safety Education: Implement the 
Best Curricula for Your Community 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 20th, 2013 @ 2pm Eastern  

 

Register at www.saferoutespartnership.org/resourcecenter/National-

Partnership-Webinars 
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Closing Notes 

 

 

 

Please Participate in our Webinar Survey!!! 
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THANK YOU! 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


