
The	  federal	  legisla5on	  gave	  State	  DOTs	  the	  flexibility	  to	  develop	  their	  own	  applica5on	  
guidelines	  for	  their	  state	  SRTS	  programs.	  To	  help,	  the	  Federal	  Highway	  
Administra5on	  (FHWA)	  
provided	  guidance	  to	  State	  DOTs	  regarding	  the	  distribu5on	  and	  tracking	  of	  funds.	  
With	  these	  
tools	  in	  hand,	  each	  State	  DOT	  has	  developed	  their	  own	  methods	  to	  distribute	  the	  
SRTS	  funds.	  
As	  such,	  there	  is	  considerable	  varia5on	  in	  process	  from	  state	  to	  state,	  and	  each	  state	  
is	  in	  charge	  
of	  its	  own	  program.	  The	  SRTS	  Na5onal	  Partnership	  created	  a	  memo	  (web	  page)	  about	  
best	  
prac5ces	  states	  can	  u5lize	  in	  establishing	  their	  programs,	  and	  a	  memo	  (PDF	  file)	  on	  
the	  
importance	  of	  non-‐infrastructure	  elements	  in	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  programs.	  
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Your	  state	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  program	  may	  ini5ate	  a	  Call	  for	  Applica5ons	  during	  a	  
prescribed	  period	  of	  5me,	  usually	  between	  30-‐90	  days.	  The	  program	  should	  make	  
their	  
applica5on	  form	  and	  guidelines	  available	  on	  a	  central	  website,	  along	  with	  direc5ons	  
for	  
comple5ng	  the	  applica5on,	  and	  may	  even	  provide	  trainings	  to	  poten5al	  applicants	  to	  
assist	  with	  
the	  applica5on	  process.	  A	  Call	  for	  Applica5ons	  may	  take	  place	  annually	  or	  every	  two	  
years.	  
	  
Some	  state	  SRTS	  programs	  will	  not	  set	  a	  period	  of	  5me	  for	  applica5on	  submi"al,	  but	  
will	  
instead	  have	  an	  open,	  or	  rolling,	  applica5on	  period.	  In	  other	  words,	  local	  applicants	  
can	  apply	  
whenever	  they	  wish,	  and	  the	  department	  will	  consider	  funding	  requests	  on	  a	  case-‐
by-‐case	  basis,	  
and	  based	  on	  available	  federal	  SRTS	  funding.	  In	  some	  states,	  there	  is	  not	  a	  Call	  for	  
Applica5ons	  
at	  all,	  but	  instead	  a	  statewide	  consultant(s)	  is	  available	  to	  provide	  technical	  
assistance	  and	  
possibly	  other	  resources	  such	  as	  planning,	  design,	  printed	  materials	  and	  incen5ve	  	  
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Each	  state	  SRTS	  program	  is	  subject	  to	  their	  state	  DOTs	  process	  for	  expending	  federal	  
transporta5on	  funds,	  and	  this	  could	  mean	  that	  the	  SRTS	  coordinator	  is	  not	  the	  only	  
decisionmaker.	  
The	  amount	  of	  5me	  between	  receipt	  of	  an	  applica5on	  for	  funding	  and	  the	  award	  
no5ce	  
can	  vary	  widely.	  Some	  states	  have	  been	  able	  to	  award	  funds	  within	  weeks,	  and	  in	  
other	  states	  it	  
has	  taken	  up	  to	  one	  or	  two	  years.	  In	  some	  states,	  a	  diverse	  advisory	  commi"ee	  with	  
representa5ves	  from	  health,	  educa5on,	  transporta5on,	  and	  enforcement	  agencies	  
and	  advocacy	  
groups	  will	  have	  developed	  the	  applica5on	  guidelines,	  and	  that	  commi"ee	  is	  also	  the	  
selec5on	  
commi"ee,	  reviewing,	  ranking	  and	  approving	  applica5ons	  from	  local	  communi5es.	  
The	  SRTS	  
Na5onal	  Partnership	  considers	  this	  a	  best	  prac5ce.	  In	  other	  states,	  regional	  
commi"ees	  will	  
review	  and	  grade	  applica5ons	  and	  submit	  lists	  to	  the	  state	  to	  finalize	  awards,	  
especially	  in	  larger	  
popula5on	  states	  due	  to	  the	  sheer	  number	  of	  SRTS	  funding	  requests	  received.	  In	  
many	  states,	  
however,	  an	  internal	  commi"ee	  of	  DOT	  staff	  members	  and/or	  board	  members,	  or	  	  
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Once	  a	  state	  has	  awarded	  funds	  for	  a	  project	  or	  program,	  another	  process	  begins.	  
This	  process	  
requires	  the	  DOT	  and	  the	  applicant	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  the	  federal	  SRTS	  funds	  are	  
spent	  in	  
compliance	  with	  federal	  regula5ons	  such	  as	  Title	  23,	  United	  State	  Code,	  and	  the	  
Na5onal	  
Environmental	  Policy	  Act	  (NEPA).	  The	  state	  DOT	  will	  work	  with	  the	  local	  
transporta5on	  
agency,	  school	  district	  or	  other	  applicant	  to	  complete	  all	  required	  steps,	  which	  
usually	  are	  in	  
three	  phases:	  design,	  right-‐of-‐way,	  and	  construc5on;	  includes	  adding	  projects	  to	  the	  
Statewide	  
Transporta5on	  Improvement	  Program	  (STIP),	  and	  can	  take	  up	  to	  a	  year	  or	  more	  to	  
complete.	  
	  
State,	  tribal,	  and	  local	  governments,	  schools	  and	  school	  districts,	  and	  private	  
nonprofit	  
organiza5ons	  are	  eligible	  for	  federal	  SRTS	  funds,	  although	  states	  oven	  restrict	  the	  
types	  of	  
recipients.	  In	  some	  cases	  a	  non-‐profit	  organiza5on	  will	  be	  the	  lead	  applicant	  on	  the	  
SRTS	  
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Construc;on	  and	  Programs	  Begin	  
On	  the	  date	  that	  a	  No5ce	  to	  Proceed	  is	  issued	  by	  the	  state,	  and	  no	  earlier,	  the	  
obligated	  SRTS	  
project	  and/or	  program	  can	  begin.	  The	  federal-‐aid	  program	  operates	  as	  a	  
“reimbursable	  
program,”	  and	  the	  Federal	  Highway	  Administra5on	  only	  reimburses	  states	  for	  costs	  
actually	  
incurred.	  The	  state	  will	  receive	  reimbursement	  for	  the	  federal	  share	  when	  the	  project	  
or	  
program	  is	  completed,	  and	  it	  will	  reimburse	  the	  local	  applicant	  for	  the	  amount	  
expended.	  In	  
some	  states	  the	  local	  applicant	  may	  have	  to	  front	  the	  cost	  of	  project	  design,	  
construc5on	  or	  
programs.	  In	  other	  states,	  though,	  the	  DOT	  will	  conduct	  some	  or	  all	  of	  the	  design	  and	  
construc5on	  of	  projects,	  thereby	  relieving	  the	  applicant	  from	  expending	  funds.	  
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Guiding	  principles	  of	  the	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  federal	  program:	  
h"p://www.saferoutespartnership.org/state/state-‐resources/guidingprinciples	  
	  
	  	  
	  
h"p://safety.jwa.dot.gov/saferoutes/overview/legisla5on.cfm	  
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Some	  state	  totals	  look	  off	  balance;	  that	  may	  be	  because	  they	  get	  funds	  in,	  and	  report	  
expenditures	  out,	  but	  those	  two	  figures	  may	  not	  line	  up	  exactly,	  making	  their	  
percentages	  look	  off	  balance.	  
	  
Total	  announced	  is	  the	  sum	  of	  each	  state's	  total	  announced,	  except	  for	  those	  states	  
that	  have	  awarded	  more	  than	  100%	  of	  available	  funds.	  In	  these	  cases,	  the	  figure	  used	  
is	  total	  funding	  available.	  
	  
Find	  this	  chart	  on	  our	  state	  sec5on:	  
h"p://www.saferoutespartnership.org/state/stateofstates	  
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h"p://www.saferoutespartnership.org/state/stateofstates	  
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TRANSPORTATION	  ENHANCEMENT	  PROGRAM	  
h"p://www.jwa.dot.gov/safetealu/factsheets/transenh.htm	  
	  
Program	  Purpose	  
To	  strengthen	  the	  cultural,	  aesthe5c,	  and	  environmental	  aspects	  of	  the	  Na5on's	  
intermodal	  transporta5on	  system.	  
	  
Statutory	  References	  
SAFETEA-‐LU	  Sec5on(s):	  1113,	  1122,	  6003	  
	  
Funding	  
A	  State's	  TE	  funding	  is	  derived	  from	  a	  setaside	  from	  its	  annual	  Surface	  Transporta5on	  
Program	  appor5onment.	  For	  2005,	  the	  amount	  setaside	  for	  TE	  will	  be	  10	  percent	  of	  
the	  State's	  STP	  appor5onment	  (aver	  applica5on	  of	  the	  setaside	  for	  the	  State	  
Planning	  and	  Research	  program).	  Aver	  2005,	  the	  TE	  setaside	  will	  be	  10%	  or	  the	  
amount	  set	  aside	  for	  TE	  in	  the	  State	  in	  2005,	  whichever	  is	  greater.	  [1113(c)]	  
	  
Eligible	  Use	  of	  Funds	  [1122]	  
All	  previous	  TE	  eligibili5es	  con5nue	  and	  are	  restated	  in	  SAFETEA-‐LU.	  New	  items	  are:	  
	  

•  clarifica5on	  of	  the	  eligibility	  of	  acquisi5on	  of	  historic	  ba"lefields	  as	  a	  	  
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TE	  includes	  12	  eligibility	  categories:	  these	  first	  two	  are	  primary	  categories	  for	  Safe	  
Routes	  to	  School	  and	  bicycling	  and	  walking.	  
	  
h"p://www.enhancements.org/12_ac5vi5es.asp	  
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h"p://www.enhancements.org/12_ac5vi5es.asp	  
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h"p://www.enhancements.org/12_ac5vi5es.asp	  
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h"p://www.enhancements.org/12_ac5vi5es.asp	  
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You	  can	  find	  this	  report	  and	  more	  about	  TE	  at:	  
h"p://www.enhancements.org/index.asp	  
	  
The	  clearinghouse	  also	  has	  a	  staff	  person	  on	  duty	  whose	  job	  it	  is	  to	  help	  you	  get	  
informa5on	  about	  TE	  in	  your	  state!	  h"p://www.enhancements.org/contacts.asp	  
	  
	  
There	  are	  also	  TE	  contacts	  in	  each	  state	  DOT/FHWA	  division:	  
h"p://www.enhancements.org/contacts_search.asp?type=FHWA	  
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